
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE NO. 11935
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 6958, AS AMENDED, KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY AMENDING ARTICLE V BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 1706, MODIFIED PARKING IN SPECIAL DISTRICTS.


______________________________________________________


WHEREAS, The Chattanooga-Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission, in conjunction with the City Traffic Engineering Division and Public Works Department, has determined a need to allow flexibility in the required amount of parking; and 


WHEREAS, The development and development and redevelopment of existing large-scale retail and mixed-use centers provides an important economic base for the City and takes advantage of existing infrastructure; and


WHEREAS, Modified Parking agreements can enable development that provides adequate parking through directed parking demand studies and the use of shared, valet, satellite, and reduced parking or a combination of these; and


WHEREAS, Modified Parking is an important tool in parking management that ensures adequate parking while providing flexibility from the existing standards; and 

WHEREAS, the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission has recommended the adoption of a new Section 1706, Modified Parking in Special Districts, to utilize Modified Parking.
NOW, THEREFORE,

SECTION 1.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Ordinance No. 6958, as amended, known as the Zoning Ordinance, Article V be amended by adding a new Section 1706, Modified parking in Special Districts as follows:
1706.
Modified Parking in Special Districts
(1) Intent:  There are some areas within the City of Chattanooga that have special needs that may not be met through the standard parking requirements. Large commercial sites are most often developed with an overall site plan and have excess amounts of parking onsite.  As these sites continue to develop and redevelop to maintain a viable presence, alternatives to the minimum standards may need to be explored.  At these locations, consumers tend to park once and walk, transit service is provided, and a safe pedestrian environment enables reduced parking, shared parking, or a modified version of both.  These modified parking options are most appropriate if a safe, connected pedestrian system is provided onsite.  
(2) Application:  Modified Parking may only be used for large-scale commercial sites greater than twenty (20) acres.  
(a) In conjunction with City Traffic Engineering of the City of Chattanooga, the applicant for Modified Parking will conduct a pre-survey meeting designed to review with the Traffic Engineer the Modified Parking requirements and the applicant’s proposed parking arrangement.  The pre-survey meeting will help determined the scope, method, and engineering standards to be met in the Parking Demand Study.  
(b) Applicants for Modified Parking shall examine the feasibility of using a Modified Parking arrangement by conducting a Parking Demand Study.  Factors in this study include, but are not limited to: operating hours, seasonal/daily peaks in parking demand, the site’s size and orientation, location of access drives, accessibility to other nearby parking areas, pedestrian connections, availability of parking spaces and duration of proposed agreement to share parking (if applicable).  A registered engineer must prepare this study.
(c) Based on the results of the Parking Demand Study and upon approval by the Traffic Engineer, the applicant shall furnish to the Traffic Engineer a Modified Parking Agreement stipulating the conditions as approved by the Traffic Engineer. The original of this document is to be kept on file in the Traffic Engineer’s Office.
(d) All the properties utilized as shared or valet parking including the donor and donee property shall be properly posted and identified as shared/valet parking. 

(e) The appurtenant easement created by this agreement, must be recorded in the Register’s Office of Hamilton County Tennessee and a copy of this document furnished to the City Traffic Engineer’s office for its records.
(f) Modified Parking Agreement: Based on calculations resulting from the parking study or determined in conjunction with the Traffic Engineer, a Modified Parking Agreement shall be submitted to the Traffic Engineer. This plan will portray the parking pattern and number of spaces, detail the access points and provide distance information to the land uses they will serve. For valet parking, this will include the operating plan for the land uses being served, required employee parking and the area that is required for queuing vehicles being dropped off or picked up. 
(g) Operating Plan and Legal Agreement among Sharing Property Owners: If a privately-owned parking facility is to serve two or more separate properties either as shared or valet parking, a legal agreement between property owners guaranteeing access to, use of, available time of use and management of designated spaces is required. The agreement will be reviewed and approved by the City Traffic Engineer and the City Attorney. A copy will be retained in the Traffic Engineers Office and a copy recorded in the Hamilton County Register’s Office as an appurtenant easement. 
(h) Change of Land Use that modifies the Modified Parking Agreement: In the event land use types change and the parking characteristics of the site no longer are in conformance with the approved Modified Parking Agreement, a new Parking Demand Study must be developed in accordance with this ordinance. 
(i) Upon approval of the Modified Parking Plan by the Traffic Engineer and the requirements of the ordinance being met, the site will be designated as a Modified Parking Special District and be kept on record at the City Traffic Engineer’s office.

SECTION 2.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage.
PASSED on Second and Final Reading

                February 20                   , 2007.
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